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of 2.99 inches. It w,

get the engine under the ho

a gem, outperforming other 1.6-liter

engines by a mile. In 1966 the launch of

the 2.0-liter version really got the Vitesse

going. The 1,998 cc unit had a bigger

bore that made it nearly ‘square’ and

produced 95 bhp at 4,700 rpm. In \ [ o
its ultimate MkIl guise, from 1968, the = Castiron > - cylinder
engine developed 104 bhp at 5,300 rpm. e dlimensions

Mkl convertible

By 1968 the Vitesse had
become a mature compact
sports sedan, with its
powerful 104-bhp Mkl
engine and proper wishbone
rear suspension that
transformed its handling.

Of the two body styles built,
the convertible is certainly
the more appealing.

VALUE GuIDE 100 mph
ORIGINAL PRICE
1969
CURRENT VALUE 105 mph
1,600-56,500
PRODUCTION TOTAL

2 102 mph

VITESSE
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‘Vitesse’ means speed in French—an apt name for Triumph'’s stylish
compact sports sedan and convertible. No other British car could match
its combination of good looks, low price and punchy pace.

Six-cylinder engine

In the early 1960s, six cylinders had never been heard of in a British
compact family car. As a result, the Vitesse became an icon in much
the same way that BMW's six cylinders did in Germany at this time.

Forward-hinging hood

Michelotti styling

Giovanni Michelotti, head of
the Michelotti styling house
in Italy, was responsible for
designing the sharp lines of
the Herald and Vitesse. He
and Triumph'’s chief of design,
Harry Webster, collaborated
as early as 1957, creating the
legendary tail fins.

The whole front section was designed to Foursents
hinge forward in one piece. All you have to True to its economy sedan origins, the Vitesse was a proper
do is unclasp the rear base of the fenders on family car, with space for four (although the convertible was
each side and tip the whole thing back. This more restricted). That led Triumph to use the ad line
opens up an unrivaled view of the engine ‘The Two-Seater Beater'—suggesting that their four-

bay, providing superb access.

seater car was faster than sports car rivals.



Separate chassis

Unusually for a European car
conceived in the 1960s, the Vitesse
has a separate chassis. This was
really due to logistics—there was
no supplier able to produce a
unitary body for Triumph at the

time. The ‘bow-tie’ chassis is ultra-
simple and acts as a jig to make
sure the body fits correctly.

Bolt-on body

All the main body panels

on the Vitesse, including
the valances and roof, are
just bolted on, making
restoration and
maintenance easy.
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This British sports sedan and convertible was given one of the smallest Produced by

six-cylinder engines ever. The Vitesse’s sharp Italian styling and keen performance Thitriph, Coventry
soon brought it universal popularity, and surprisingly low prices helped. England

VITAL STATISTICS

02 mph

“...classy six-cylinder power.”

“No question, the best thing about the Vitesse is its engine. Firing it

up produces a satisfying rumble in front matched by a purposeful
sounding exhaust note. And then there’s the |
performance, which is more impressive w ,

11.9 sec.

In-line six

than many contemporary sports cars.
The handling, however, demands
some care. Because of the swing-

at 3,000 rpm  axle rear suspension, hard cornering
produces severe tuck-in, which can
be very scary.”

The Vitesse combines a classic interior and a
great engine. Early cars had twitchy handling.



