
Milestones UNtrIEFI THE S}<IN

Triumph
launCheS its new Heralo
small  sedan, which is powered

by a four-cyl inder 948-cc engine.

The M iche I otti - desi g ned H era I d
range included a coupe version.

The Vitesse is
launchgd as a beefed-up.

s ix-cyl inder vers ion of  the Herald

wi th a quad headl ight  nose.

The addit ion
of twin strombers
carburetors boosts the oower

output  of  the 1.6- l i ter  engine.

The 2.0-l i ter
mOdgl supercedes the 1600.

Triumph's Spitfire was the
Yitesse3 contemporary smal I
sports car.

Following
Cfi t ic ismS of  the handt ino.

the Mkll is fitted with rear

wishbones and has an extra 9 bho.

While the
Vitesse-engined
Spit f  i re-der ived GT6 cont inues

in product ion,  the Vi tesse and

Herald are axed.

VALLE  I JU ]DE

Bolt-on bodywork

F r o n t  d i s c
o r a ( e 5

T H E POWEFI PACK

The peppy little in-line unit fitted to the
f i rst  Vi tesse was just  1,596 cc,  thanks to a
tiny bore of only 2.63 inches and a stroke
of  2.99 inches.  l t  was a t ight  squeeze to
get  the engine under the hood but  i t  was
a gem, outpedorming other 1.6- l i ter
eng ines  by  a  m i l e .  I n  1966  t he  l aunch  o f
the 2.0- l i ter  vers ion real ly  got  the Vi tesse
go ing .  The  1 ,998  cc  un i t  had  a  b i gge r
bore that  made i t  near ly 'square'  and
p roduced  95  bhp  a t  4 ,700  rpm.  I n
i t s  u l t r n ra te  Mk l l  gu i se .  f r om  1968 ,  t he
eng  ne  deve loped  104  bhp  a t  5 ,300  rpm.

A kit of parts
It is not too far from the truth

to descr ibe the Vi tesse as a
kit car, for all the major
bodywork components

are s imply bol ted on.
Underneath l ies a

chassis of two curved
backbone sect ions,  splaying

out toward the front and
rear.  The t ransmission is  der ived
from the Standard Eight  v ia the

Herald,  a l though wi th the opt ion
of  overdr ive.  Wishbone/coi l

spr ing f ront  suspension al lows a
t ight  turning c i rc le.

Six-cylinder punch
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Mkll convertible
By  1968  t he  V i t esse  had
become  a  ma tu re  compac t
sports sedan, wi th i ts
powerfu l  104-bhp Mkl l
eng ine  and  p rope r  w i shbone
rea r  suspens ion  t ha t
t r ans fo rmed  i t s  hand l i ng .
of  the two body sty les bui l t
the convert ib le is  certa in ly
t he  more  appea l i ng .
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IOP SPEED 0-60 mph wEtGHT FllvAL cAFls
100 mph

105 mph

102 mph

13,5 sec.

12.5 sec.

11.9 sec.

POWER

92,5 bhp

95 bhp

104 bhp

2,245lbs.

2,075 lbs.

2,170 lbs,
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Late versions cured handling horrors and offered optimum performance

ORIGINAL PRICE



TriumphVlTESSE >K
'Vitesse' means speed in French-an apt name for Triumph's stylish
compact sports sedan and convertible. No other British car could match
its combination of good looks, low price and punchy pace.

The whole front section was desioned to
hinge forward in one piece.  Al l  you 

-have 
to

do is  unclaso the rear base of  the fenders on
each s ide and t ip the whole th ing back.  This

opens up an unr ivaled v iew of  the engine
bay,  provid ing superb access.

In the ear ly 1960s,  s ix cy l inders had never been heard of  in a Br i t ish
compact fami ly car.  As a resul t ,  the Vi tesse became an icon in much
the same way that  BMW's s ix cy l inders d id in Germany at  th is t ime.

Forward-hinging hood

Michelotti styling

Giovanni  Michelot t i ,  head of
the Michelot t i  s ty l ing house
in ltaly, was responsible for
designing the sharp l ines of
the Herald and Vitesse. He
and Tr iumph's chief  of  design,
Harry Webstei collaborated
as ear ly as 1957, creat ing the
legendary ta i l  f ins.

Four seats
True to its economy sedan origins, the Vitesse was a proper

fami ly ca4 wi th space for  four (a l though the convert ib le was
more restricted). That led Triumph to use the ad line
'The Two-Seater Beater'-suggesting that their four-

seater car was faster than soorts car rivals.

Six-cylinder engine



Separate chassis

Unusual ly  for  a European car
conceived in the 1960s, the Vitesse

has a separate chassis. This was
really due to logistics-there was

no supplier able to produce a
unitary body for Triumph at the

time. The'bow-tie' chassis is ultra-
s imple and acts as a j ig to make

sure the body fits correctly.

Bolt-on body

Al l  the main body panels
on the Vi tesse,  inc luding
the valances and roof, are
iust bolted on, making
restoration and
maintenance easy.



TriumphV=1I'ESS=
This British sports sedan and convertible was given one of the smallest
six-cylinder engines ever. The Vitesse's sharp ltalian styling and keen performanc" TJi"*fi:lJr,"r,trv,
soon brought it universal popularity, and surprisingly low prices helped. engtand
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re:I*linesix sounding exhaust note. And then there's the
performance, which is more impressive
than many contemporary sports cars.
The handling, however, demands
some care. Eecause of the swing-
axle rear suspension, hard cornering
produces severe tuck-in, which can
be very scary."

llll.''.'l'':i i''3;f 
"'

The Vitesse combines a classic interior and a
great engine. Early cars had twitchy handling.

" . . .classy six-cylinder power"
"No question, the best thing about the Vitesse is its engine. Firing it
up produces a satisfying rumble in front matched by a purposeful

:, I,998 cc

lbs.

23,5 mpg


